
BJC 2015 Business Meeting Minutes

Wednesday 1 April 2015 at BJC 28 at Darton College, 1pm BST

Meeting held/chaired by Lorri

Total attendance of 74 (~8% of BJC attendees)

-----------------------------------------------

1) BJC 2015

The meeting responded to the question asking if this year’s BJC was good with a long, loud round 
of applause, which was taken to be a ‘yes’. 

Attendance (inc day-tickets) is over 900, so barring any unexpected costs BJC 2015 will break even.

People were reminded that the BJC Bar profits go to BJC, not a penny goes to those who work on 
it, so everyone at the meeting was encouraged to drink lots and to buy merchandise, which also 
helps BJC finances.

The attendees highlighted particular things they enjoyed or felt future years could emulate. These 
included:

 Fight Night 
 The shows
 Different areas around to segregate activities
 Dance Room + mirror
 Workshop boards 
 Underfloor heating in the main venue ;)
 Volunteers – there was lots of help, which was much appreciated. Extra thanks to the 

emergency tent re-peggers
 Security + cleaning
 Post Office (Team Fabulous)
 Disaster Recovery
 Tannoy announcements
 Traders Room having lots of space
 Bar – thanks given to the bar staff
 Merchandise
 No outside queues
 Sandwich making + delivery for volunteers
 Having 2 Site Managers
 Tech team + advice
 From Jane: giving people independence and authority releases stress on management
 Volunteer kitchen team 
 Training up new people
 Good food options (but no Monte)
 Local shops had been pre-warned and welcomed jugglers back 



Suggestions for future teams included:

 Having an onsite shop like in Pickering (2013)
 Not having such strong winds! ;)

There was a BIG thank you to Jane for leading the team of organisers and arranging such a good 
BJC.

2) BJC 2016 - www.bjc2016.co.uk 

Ron Trickett and Duncan Smith updated everyone on the plans for BJC 2016 in Perth:

The core organising team includes Ron, Duncan, Ewan, Carrie, Graham x2 and Ian, as well as others
with specific responsibilities like Sam who will be organising the Gala Show. Duncan was on the 
organising team for BJC 2005 in Perth and, as he is based in Scotland, will be the local liaison.

The dates will be Wednesday 30th March to Monday 4th April 2016.

BJC 2016 will take place in the same venue as BJC 2005; the Council and venue are happy to have 
BJC back. The venue has 2 halls, the smaller of which is the same size as BJC 2015’s sports hall (the 
larger one is considerably larger, ~100’ across). There are lots of showers, toilets and lockers and 
the venue is approximately 10 metres from the camping area. There are also supermarkets, ATMs, 
McDonalds and more within 200 metres of the venue and lots of B&Bs and hotels very close by. 
Ron is working on getting special rates at local hotels for jugglers, which will be advertised on the 
website with discount codes for jugglers to book direct with their selected hotel. The show venue 
is walkable too. There is a cafe onsite for those who don’t want to use local cafes, shops or 
restaurants and there will be a bar on site too which Ron hopes will be run by the BJC.

BJC 2016 already has a keen security team in place (Scottish licensing laws prevent the (English) 
BJC 2015 security team from working in Scotland). The closest airports are Glasgow and Edinburgh,
both with direct connections to Perth. Perth train station is 1.5 miles away from the venue. The 
organisers have chosen to finish the convention on Monday to ensure there are better transport 
connections for those departing than in 2005 when it finished on a Sunday.

Car parking is owned by the Council, but talks are underway to see if sections of the car park can 
be cordoned off for BJC attendees who will have a special pass in their cars (similar to York 2000). 
The hard standing is on a slope so unsuitable for live in vehicles; Ron is discussing alternative 
options with the venue and Council.

The aim is to have similar pre-reg prices to 2015. The team are anticipating a lower attendance 
than in recent years, but hope for an increase on 2005 figures. They will be doing all they can to 
facilitate people going. At this point several people who had been at Perth 2005 commented that 
last time many people missed a really good BJC and shouldn’t make the same mistake again.

The 2016 team will have exclusive use of the venue and the intention is to use the smaller hall for 
the smaller shows. Snakeboarding will be allowed in the main hall, which has a smooth wooden 
floor. Traders will likely be in the main hall. The Gala Show venue is different from last time (it is 
newer and nearer) and holds 1,200. The Council won't charge for a parade and will close roads for 
BJC – this will be a nice walk through a park 

http://www.bjc2016.co.uk/


BJC in Spring is always a gamble with the weather, but the Tay valley is one of the driest places in 
Scotland and the campsite in Perth is far less exposed than BJC 2015. Nevertheless the organisers 
will have a disaster plan ready before the event in case of any weather related emergencies. 

The organisers are planning to work with local businesses to encourage outreach events (maybe 
the cinema could show circus films?) and support for the event. As well as being a compact site, 
with shops and restaurants nearby, Perth is a small city with a swimming pool and ice rink within a 
mile of the site.

The organisers are keen to facilitate jugglers making the BJC better – so if you have ideas or 
suggestions then please get in touch with Ron so he can help you make them happen.

3) Future years 

2017
The attendees were asked if anyone was interested in organising BJC 2017. Danny Cooper said he 
had been in contact with a venue (Danny’s old school) in Totnes, Devon, which he felt would be a 
good venue near a train station. However, nothing had been agreed and the venue was not quick 
to respond. Danny also did not currently have a team in place although he has spoken to a few 
people.

The intention is to have an on-line vote for BJC 2017, similar to the vote for BJC 2016 as it was felt 
that more than a year was needed to organise a BJC. If the venue confirms then Danny will put a 
proposal on to the website Ron set up last time (www.britishjugglingconvention.co.uk). Other 
proposals are more than welcome and anyone thinking about organising BJC 2017 should contact 
Ron (ron @ juggler . net) so that they can put their proposals on the same website. [Those thinking
or wondering about organising a BJC might want to look at 
http://thebritishjugglingconvention.co.uk/wiki which is full of useful info.]

Swamp Circus can offer big tops for BJC in Cornwall, eg Falmouth College or Cambourne Uni.

It was reiterated to attendees that the organising team do not have to live near each other or even 
know each other. Ron's 2016 team are keen to get apprentices for team roles in a similar way to 
the 2014 and 2015 teams. All organisers are volunteers so the more the merrier!

2018
There was a suggestion that BJC could go to Northern Ireland at some point, which was met with 
encouragement from some of the meeting attendees.

4) Wrap up

There was a reminder that everyone needs to be off the BJC 2015 site by midday on Thursday and 
the International Show will be taking place this (Wednesday) evening.

There was another huge round of applause for the BJC 2015 organisers from everyone.

The meeting ended at 2pm.

http://thebritishjugglingconvention.co.uk/wiki/
http://www.britishjugglingconvention.co.uk/

